THE   EPIC   OF   CAPTAIN   SCOTT

they were out-distancing the main body every
day, for Scott was deliberately keeping his
marches down in order to give the weaker
ponies a better chance.

The fortnight's sledge-hauling was unevent-
ful. The diaries of the party over this period
are typical of most sledging records . The going,
rations (or the lack of them) and the tempera-
ture are almost the only things that matter
on a polar journey. We read of the surface
at first being c rough but slippery/ and then
c getting soft ' which made their legs ache.
Conditions are at their worst when the snow
is covered with crystals and the runners do
not slide smoothly. After one such march
Lashly wrote : c To-day it has been very hard
work. The surface is very bad and we are
pretty well full up, but not with food.5

They reached the rendezvous on November
1 5th, and had to wait there for six days before
the main body arrived. It is improbable
that any other party will ever spend a week's
holiday on the Barrier. They built a giant
cairn, and Day, c gaunt and gay/ entertained
them and read Pickwick Papers aloud. The
rest of the time was spent in sleeping, eating
their frugal rations, and sleeping again.

The pony party set out on October 3ist.
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